AEFJN and land grabbing
• Advocate the EU and its member states to cease its support of the New Alliance for Food Security
and Nutrition in its current form.
• Defend Free Prior Informed Consent for all communities affected by Large Scale Land Acquisitions.
• Advocate the EU that all policies relating to food security are coherent with human rights obligations
• Advocate the EU & EU member states to urge the World Bank to terminate their rankings: “Doing
Business” and “Enabling Business of Agriculture”.
• AEFJN lobbies the EU to adopt legislation obliging corporations to source responsibly (minerals, raw
materials, palm oil, food crops)
• AEFJN raises cases of land grabs in Africa involving European companies or policies to the EU level;
• Undertake common advocacy work in Europe and Africa and with partner organizations working on
land grabbing such as demanding a moratorium on land deals in Africa.
• Raise awareness in religious communities on the issue of land grabbing and access to land and
natural resources for local population.
Some suggestions for reader
• Find & Share information;
• Join groups fighting opposing land grabbing;
• Circulate information to make people and authorities aware;
• Support family farming, agroecology, African food sovereignty, access to land and natural resources
for Africans;
• Buy fair trade products;
• Put your money in ethical investments.
To know more:
AEFJN: http://www.aefjn.org/index.php/resources.html
Farmlandgab: http://farmlandgrab.org
Oakland Institute: http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/
ILC: International Land Coalition http://www.landcoalition.org

Land grabbing, a threat to Africa
Hunger for land
The population growth, along with the food and energy crises of 2008 and the increase in the consumption
of technological product have resulted in larger demand for land. Indeed, land has become, in particular
farmland a valuable asset for companies and financial investors.
Our economic model endorses consumerism which has led to the significant depletion of the Earth’s
non-renewable resources, thus leading to irreversible climate change. Lives of future generations are hanging on by a very thin thread.

Africa, the prime target
All continents suffer from land grabbing to a certain extent, however, the proportion to that of Africa’s suffering is outrageous. African land is acquired for export-oriented agriculture (food & agrofuels), mineral/raw
material extraction, logging, as well as tourism by both foreign and national investor; investors target prime
arable land in the vicinity of water and infrastructure. Host governments offer fertile so-called “vacant” land
at give-away rates and for a very long term at the detriment of the communities.
Governments, encouraged by the World Bank’s rankings (Doing Business & Enabling the Business of
Agriculture), promote industrial agriculture at the expense of local family farming despite the contribution to
food sovereignty* and to resources’ management. Western Donors support the latter via programs such as
the G8‘s New Alliance on Food Security and Nutrition which encourages African countries to change land
and seed laws to accommodate large agribusiness companies.

AEFJN, a Bridge linking Africa and Europe
AFRICA EUROPE FAITH AND JUSTICE NETWORK (AEFJN) is a faith-based International Network present in Africa and in Europe.
AEFJN promotes economic justice between the EU and sub-Saharan Africa so that the people of Africa
may look forward to a better future.
AEFJN deals with Food Sovereignty (Land grabbing), exploitation of raw materials (corporate justice),
access to quality medicines, small arms control, international trade agreements, and climate change.
AEFJN – Africa Europe Faith and Justice Network
174 rue Joseph II – B-1000 Brussels – Belgium
www.aefjn.orgaefjn@aefjn.org

In Tanzania the G8 backs the Southern Agricultural Growth Corridor Tanzania (SAGCOT), which covers an
area of roughly 1/3 of the country to expand commercial agriculture. However, Tanzanian family farmers
are on the losing end of SAGCOT, reducing their access to land therefore hampering their food security.

Acquired: country targeted by foreign investors.
Acquirers: country of origin of investors acquiring farmland overseas for food product.
Both: country of origin and targeted country.
Country where over 10 % of population is undernourished (Grain, 2011).

* Food sovereignty is a concept used to express the right of people intended to define their own agricultural and food policies which
are best suited for citizens and states, without having negative impact on populations in other countries.

Consequences for Africans
The local population is rarely consulted for land deals and their customary
land rights are not respected. As a consequence, large scale land acquisitions often displace people, forcing them to leave their land and villages
or pushing them onto smaller plots of land. Entire villages are displaced
without a thought for the African psycho-spiritual relationship to land and
her philosophy of Ubuntu.
“The land is not ours, we borrowed it from our children”.
The traditional users lose land, access to water and natural resources, which are essential for their livelihoods. In Africa, family farmers are the principal food producers. When more land is diverted to companies
producing for export, less land is available to produce food for local markets which in turn increases poverty,
dependency on food imports and the risk of famine and conflict.
Investors present the investment as a “win-win situation” and host governments expect these investments to create jobs, generate revenue, infrastructure, schools and dispensaries. However, seldom are
these promises fulfilled.
Hardly any of the generated capital by land deals is reinvested in the local economy, whilst resources
and profits are exported. The low fares, tax ‘holidays’, low export taxes and the permission for foreign
companies to repatriate benefits barely increases revenue for host countries. The benefits in terms of
employment are limited, since most of the work is done by machines, the jobs created are seasonal at low
wages and in poor working conditions.
Industrial agriculture has a proven track record of polluting nature and harming biodiversity with its
uses of large quantities of chemicals, often forests are cleared for plantations.

Key facts
Origin of Investors/Markets

29%
71%
Africa

Foreign

• About 18,7 million hectares of African land have been acquired by investors.
• Almost 60% of land deals globally occur in Africa.
• 11 out of top 20 target countries are African.
• 7,5 million hectares are dedicated to biofuel production primarily for export.
• In Africa 71% of acquired land has been secured by foreign investors.
• Deals can take the form of lease (30-99 years), concession or sale,
threatening food sovereignty for generations.

- Senegal: Local communities lost their land to companies mining phosphorous rock to export to Europe.
The phosphate derived from the rock is a key ingredient in chemical fertilizers. The mining of phosphorus
rock has covered adjacent villages in toxic dust harming both human health and the environment.
- Sierra Leone: family farmers lost land to a Swiss company Addax, the company produce ethanol to
export to Europe from a 10.000 he sugar cane plantation.

Who benefits?
Investors and companies source agricultural commodities at cheap rates, since they acquire cheap access
to land and water for long periods of time, obtain tax holidays and can benefit from low custom duties.
Financial investors obtain valuable assets from agricultural commodities and farmland in Africa.

People take action
Resistance to Socfin: Local communities from Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Sierra Leone have
staged a protest at and negotiated with Socfin’s shareholders office to demand a return of the land they
lost to Socfin’s rubber and oil palm plantations.

Our Faith invites us to take action
Land is a gift from God.
Land grabbing involves grave injustices of human rights, those who are driven from their land lose their
livelihood and are reduced to a poverty stricken future.
The church defends the land rights of local communities:
• “For (indigenous communities)... land is not a commodity but rather a gift from God and from
their ancestors who rest there, a sacred space with which they need to interact if they are to
maintain their identity and values” (Laudato Si´ 146).
• “It’s urgent that governments ensure that citizens are protected from the unjust alienation
of their land and access to water, which are essential goods of the human person” (Second
African Synod, 2009).
In 2015 SECAM brought together over 150 participants from faith-based organisations and civil society
to agree on a 5-year action plan to fight land grabbing.

