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Two visions regarding African Development

In the following articles we find two visions and two strategies regarding Africa’s development. On the one
hand, there are the industrialized countries prioritising their own interests and imposing their policies on
Africa. On the other hand, there are the “African voices” that witness to community efforts to fight injustice
and find solutions to their problems in an attempt to build a different future from the one offered by
Western policies and companies. A new spirit of transformation and participation is blowing on the
continent, bringing hope and faith in the future. Read more

An AEFJN antenna in Africa : ‘Cameroon Faith and Justice’

The Cameroonian antenna of AEFJN, set up in 1997, was reborn in 2009. In 2010, it was officially
recognised as a Cameroonian organisation called “Faith and Justice”. The core team is keen to encourage
collaboration. In order to make African voices better heard both in the European institutions and locally,
six sessions were organised in the various regions to train religious in advocacy. This was to help them be
more aware of injustice and able to analyse issues chosen in Cameroon as well as the impact of policies on
the people. It also provided tools for gathering information on the situations that had been observed and
for acting on issues of economic justice. Read more

Towards better control of arms transfers

In December, AEFIN participated at the vyearly meeting of NGOs-COARM (EU member states
representatives on weapons). The discussion centred on the Review on the EU Common Position criteria to
grant arms licenses that are not detrimental to the populations of the receiving countries. Regarding the
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) Negotiation Conference at the UN in March 2013, civil society can play its part in
keeping the issue in the media and joining forces with interfaith groups and governments for the sake of a
strong ATT. Read more

The EPAs and the Economical Impact in the African countries

African governments are experiencing fresh EU pressure to sign an economic partnership agreement. One
of the most contentious points that highlights how unjust the EPAs will be for Africa, is the question of tariff
elimination. It will become in the short term a real threat to the economies of the poorest countries.
African countries need to preserve their sustainable sources of income to keep on the path to economic
development. Read more

African farmers adapt creatively to climate change

A study by the CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security highlighted the
creativeness of African family farmers in adapting to climate change. These creative and innovative
practices which should inform the global debate on climate change were ignored at Doha, where policy-
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makers once more focused on neoliberal solutions which serve the interests of rich polluting countries.
Read more

Kenya’s export growth slowing down — new study

Kenya’s standing as East Africa’s trade giant has been declining over the past eight years after failing to
diversify its exports. Kenya’s East African Countries (EAC) partners are cashing in on the country’s licensing
and customs procedures, red tape, corruption and commercial dispute settlements to sharpen their
competitiveness in regional trade. Some business executives are blaming the falling trade figures on non-
tariff barriers (NTBs) imposed by the other EAC countries on Kenyan goods. (This article has two parts).
Read more

Climate Change and Farmers: Way Forward

The article sheds light on the vital role of African farmers on the path towards food sovereignty and their
key role in fighting climate change. Agriculture is dependent on water supplies, which are rapidly depleting
due to human-induced environmental degradation. Incentives for farmers to continue to provide
environmental services are needed. Read more

Africa must use mineral wealth to drive continental growth

African countries have escaped the effects of the global economic slowdown. The heads of the African
Union Commission (AUC), the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the African Development Bank
Group (AfDB) resolved that Africa’s economic growth must focus on the proper use of minerals and the
creation of decent jobs. The three noted that Africa’s challenge is economic transformation, an agenda
which should be led by Africans. Read more

Unearthing the truth

This is a crucial time for knowing how much money African governments are receiving in return for the
exploitation of their natural resources. The European Union is currently finalizing ground-breaking
transparency legislation which would require extractive companies to publish what they pay to the
governments where they operate. If citizens had this information they could hold their governments to
account for how this money is spent, and ensure that it goes towards benefitting all citizens rather than the
few. Read more

Measuring International Arms Transfers

The new Fact Sheet on international arms transfers by SIPRI provides reliable information on suppliers and
recipients as well as types and volumes of conventional arms being transferred. The data provide an
indication of the importance of the arms industry for trade, an overview of the main recipients of arms and
the main types of arms being exported and an opportunity to assess arms export policies in the context of
international and national law. Read more

An African “vaccine” against malaria: ARTAVOL®

After 3 years of clinical and community trials by scientists at the Ministry of Health of Uganda, ARTAVOL, a
prophylactic against malaria, has been available in pharmacies in Uganda since 2011. If taken regularly for
one year the product renders a person immune to malaria, reducing the asymptomatic malaria cases in an
adult population by 60%. Artavol, as a beverage or food, provides the body with antioxidants and helps in
the prevention of malaria, frequent fevers and worm infestation. Read more

Factories producing biolarvicides to fight malaria

The Economic Community Of West African States (ECOWAS) has decided on a programme to eradicate
malaria in the region by 2015. With this in view, factories for the production and application of
biolarvicides to control the larvae of mosquitoes are planned for the Ivory Coast, Ghana and Nigeria. Cuba
will provide the technology and Venezuela will offer financial support to build the factories. ECOWAS is
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expected to propose strategies for the advocacy and political commitment needed for the success of the
programme. Read more

Cardinal Onaiyekan Warns South Sudan Against Oil Exploiters

The new cardinal from Nigeria, John Onaiyekan, Archbishop of Abuja and great defender of Human Rights
warned the new country of South Sudan against foreign oil companies that exploit the oil without caring for
the local population. The populations of many countries where oil is exploited remain poor because foreign
companies and governments join forces to misuse the resources instead of using them for the development
of the country. Read more

A time for Christians to engage with the world

Pope Benedict XVI's article in the Financial Times mentions that Christians fight poverty out of recognition
of the supreme dignity of every human being, created in God’s image. Christians work for more equitable
sharing of the earth’s resources because, as stewards of God’s creation, we have a duty to care for the
weakest and most vulnerable. Christians oppose greed and exploitation out of a conviction that generosity
and selfless love, as taught and lived by Jesus of Nazareth, are the way that leads to fullness of life.
Christian belief in the transcendent destiny of every human being gives urgency to the task of promoting
peace and justice for all. Because these goals are shared by many, fruitful cooperation is possible between
Christians and others. Read more

Sierra Leone: Local communities vow to stop SOCFIN land grab

In Sierra Leone, Pujehun District, more than a hundred landholding families have, by means of a resolution,
publicly denounced the investment in a palm oil plantation by the Socfin Agricultural Company in their
villages. They also agreed to prevent Socfin from operating on their land. Read more

Do You Know What Your Pension Fund is Doing in Africa?

In recent years, the private financial sector has been investing massively in agriculture and the acquisition
of farmland. These investments are often portrayed as beneficial for the fight against hunger; however, in
reality these actions often have a negative effect on food sovereignty. Read more
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« The downside of globalisation : Land up for grabs in Ethiopia »

« Djijdja: Land grabbing in Benin »

The ABC of Debt in the countries of the South

Children in armed groups

Water is a Human Right
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